Intensive chemotherapy in children with stage IV neuroblastoma.
A retrospective analysis of effectiveness of sequential chemotherapy with cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, cisplatin and etoposide in children with stage IV neuroblastoma was undertaken. Study group included 17 children of mores than one year old with median age of 3 years (range 18 months to 7 years). Fourteen were males and three females. Sites of primary tumor were abdomen in 12 patients, pelvis in 3, paravertebral in 1 and unknown in 1. Metastatic sites included bone marrow (88%), bone (82%), orbit (29.4%) and lymph node (11.7%). One patient had brain parenchymal disease and another had cerebrospinal fluid positivity for malignant cells. Fifteen of the 17 patients had major response with chemotherapy (complete response in two and partial response in 13). Ten of the 15 patients completed four courses of chemotherapy and five patients progressed while on chemotherapy and died. Only two of the ten patients, who had four courses chemotherapy are alive after 2 years. Hence the 2-year survival in this series is 11.7%. There was no toxic death in this study.